ACORN
The Australian College of Perioperative Nurses (ACORN) is a registered Australian company and health promotion charity. It exists to serve its members, the perioperative profession, the patient and the community to promote the prevention and control of disease.
ACORN's vision is for Australian patients to receive the safest and highest quality evidence-based perioperative care in the world. In 2014 a thermal care bundle was developed by a panel of Australian expert clinicians and researchers to improve the prevention, detection and treatment of perioperative hypothermia in adult surgical patients 6, 7 . Implementing a thermal care bundle can help rapidly disseminate optimal clinical guidelines for the management of health care-associated illnesses and risks. The bundle elements were selected from the NICE guideline on the management of perioperative hypothermia in adults.
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Economics of preventing perioperative hypothermia
In a report soon to be released, the authors will provide a detailed economic analysis on the costeffectiveness of preventing inadvertent perioperative hypothermia in Australia. Using rigorous up-to-date data, the authors report findings based on a scenario of 80 per cent compliance with guidelines effective for reducing perioperative hypothermia. They found that the total cost of perioperative hypothermia to the Australian health system is $1.26 billion and that preventing perioperative hypothermia has an annual net benefit of: This report is of significance to all perioperative nurses in Australia as the prevention of hypothermia is often led by nurses and denotes the value of high reliability nursing care. Significantly, the authors recommend that:
• current best practice is adopted ensuring that thermal care is provided to 'every patient, every time'
• a national multidisciplinary-based policy for preventing and managing perioperative hypothermia is developed
• a definitive clinical trial on perioperative hypothermia is conducted.
With the release of this report expected in the first half of 2019, we encourage all perioperative nurses to take heart in recognising the significant value they provide to the Australian health care system by delivering excellent perioperative care.
